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British Empire

Early British
Empire

traded spices
and goods from
India and Asia

The Spice
Trade

Queen Elizabeth I
ruled England

from 1558–1603 

The Dutch East
India Company
controlled spice
routes first

Slavery and
TradeKey questions:

What was the East India Company
and what did it trade?
When did India become independent
from Britain?
Why do you think spices were so
important to European countries like
Britain?
Why do you think some people in India
supported British rule while others
wanted independence?

The East India
Company was a
powerful trading

company

huge ships sailed
around Africa
to India and

Asia Britain began its
empire through

trade 
Britain later
competed for
control of this

trade

slave trade
lasted from the
1500s to 1807

Britain used
the Trade
Triangle

enslaved African
people were taken
to America and
the Caribbean

forced to
work on

plantations

very
valuable in

Europe

about 12.5
million people

were enslaved

British rule
in India

benefits:
railways and roads
were built, more jobs
and education, farming
and irrigation improved

harm:
British power was forced
on Indian people, Indian
farmers did not benefit
from crops, over 8 million
people died in the Great

Famine
Indian

Independence

Indian people
wanted to rule

themselves

Mahatma Gandhi
led peaceful
protests

became
independent

in 1947


