
Y3 Science
Rocks and

Soils

Rocks

igneous – made
when melted rock
(lava/magma)

cools (e.g. granite,
obsidian)

Fossils
found

underwater and
you can see the
outline of the

skeleton

types of
rocks

they are often
found in

sedimentary
rocks

fossils are the
remains or

shapes of plants
and animals

from long ago

soil is made from:
tiny bits of rock

water
air

dead plants &
animals

different soils:
sandy, clay,

loamy

soils hold
water in

different ways

sedimentary – made
from layers of sand,

mud, or shells
squashed together
(e.g. sandstone,

limestone)

Soil

metamorphic –
rocks that have
been changed by
heat or pressure
(e.g. marble, slate)

Key vocabulary
Rock – a hard, solid material that makes up the Earth.

Fossil – the shape or remains of a plant or animal from a long time ago, found in rock.
Soil – a mixture of tiny bits of rock, air, water, and dead plants/animals where plants

grow.
Permeable – when water can pass through a rock or soil.

Erosion – when wind, water, or ice slowly wear away rocks.

What are the three main types of rock, and how are they different?
How is a fossil made, and what can it tell us about the past?

What is soil made of?
Which soil do you think would be best for growing plants, and why?

How could we test which rocks let water through?

Soil is the
uppermost

layer of the
Earth


