
Year 5 Art
Composition

Key artist:
 Katsushika
Hokusai 

a highly
influential artist Key techniques:

How to print
using a collagraph 

a Japanese
artist, painter
and printmaker 

Brush the paper with a
damp cloth

Apply paint
over the

printing plate
- two plates
need to be
made; one
background
and one

foreground
Key knowledge: 

Observational
sketching is

drawing what you
see 

composition is
important to

correctly print a
scene 

With one finger on
the board, peel the

paper from it

Key questions:
Can you explain how a
collagraph is used in art?
List some facts about the
artist: Hokusai
What can help you when
completing an observational
sketch?
Define composition
Describe the importance of
composition in a piece of
art

Key examples:

Place another dry
piece on top of that
and press down with

your fingers
Print to dry 

completely - the image on the
collagraph plate will appear

as the reverse

Place the slightly damp paper 
top of the printing plate

Roughly sketch the shapes you can
see by considering the type of lines
and shapes you will need (form) 

Keywords

Composition the way in which different elements of an artwork are combined or arranged

Collagraph a collage of materials of various textures glued on to a printing plate 

Foreground the part of a view that is nearest to the observer 

Background the part of a view that is furthest to the observer 

Middleground the space naturally occurring between the foreground and background 

Consider foreground,
middle-ground and

background when sketching

best known as
author of the
woodblock print

series ‘Thirty- six
Views of Mount

Fuji’

Foreground

Collagraph
Background

Middleground

The printing
plates must
overlap - use
space wisely


