
Y4 History
The Anglo-Saxons

& Vikings

The Anglo-
Saxons

arrived in Britain
around 410AD

Sutton Hoo

came from modern-day
Germany, Denmark and

the Netherlands 

Anglo-Saxon
burial site in

Suffolk

The Vikings

migrated to Britain
from Sweden, Denmark

and Norway

Key questions:
How did the Anglo-Saxon and Viking
arrivals change life in Britain?
What can we learn about people
from the past by studying things they
left behind, like Sutton Hoo?
Why do you think some leaders, like
Alfred the Great, are remembered in
history?
What are the similarities and
differences between how the Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings lived and ruled?

ship burial
discovered in 1939
with treasure and

armour

sailed over on
wooden ships

called ‘longboats’ 

better farmland
and climate

they came to settle,
farm land and escape

fighting at home

Britain was split
into kingdoms

hierarchy of
Anglo-Saxon

society 

king, thanes,
churls, slaves

artefacts made
from metals: iron,
bonze and gold

bretwalda (chief
of all kings)

Religions: Pagan,
Christian

were farmers,
craftsmen or traders,

not just warriors.

King Alfred the
Great - fought

against the Vikings
and made peace with

them


