
Year 5 Art
Self-

portraits 

Key artist:
Tam Joseph

Key techniques:
How to draw a
self-portrait

Dominica-born
British
painter.

draw an
oval shape

for the head

Key knowledge: 

old art form
dated from ancient

Egypt

Key questions:
Can you explain how a to
create a self-portrait?
List some facts about the
artist: Tam Joseph 
What can help you when
creating a portrait?
Define continuous line
drawing
Why do artists create
self-portraits?

Key
examples:

create another line
across halfway
between the last

line
underneath the
horizontal centre

line,
draw another

line between this
and the bottom

of the oval

interpret art by
thinking about

how the piece makes
you feel and what
it makes you think

about

Keywords

Self-portrait a portrait that an artist creates of themselves

Proportions of
face dividing up a portrait using guidelines and measuring features so that they are the right size

Continuous line
drawing creating a drawing with an unbroken line (not lifting the pen from the paper)

Identity who we are

representation
of identity and

what is
important to
the artist

studied at the
Central School of
Art and Slade

School
of Art

draw a
vertical and
horizontal
centre line

works as a painter,
sculptor and graphic

designer

draw on some eyes on
the horizontal
centre line

draw a nose on
the line

underneath the
eyes

draw a mouth on the
line underneath

the nose
often makes

work that shocks/
amuses viewers

Top tips
for self-
portraits

use the tip
of your
brush

use a little
bit of

paint at a
time

add paint
evenly

stay within
the lines

build up
texture
like hair

using brush
strokes

separate
images
with a
theme

Triptych portrait

plain border between them
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