
Year 6
Art

Surrealism

Key artist:
Rene

Magritteknown for using hats,
clouds, apples and
hidden faces in his

paintings

Key techniques:
How to draw

Belgian
artist

Use light
pencil lines
so you can
rub out and

redraw

Key knowledge: 

surrealism = cultural
art movement from
Europe after WW1

analyse art
using the formal

elements

Press hard for
darker shades and
press lighter for
lighter shades

Key questions:
Can you explain  
surrealism?
How can you make
your drawing seem
3D? 
Who is Rene
Magritte?
Why would Rene
create bizarre
artwork?
How can the formal
elements of art be
effectively used?

Key examples:

Add some light
and dark
shading to
make your

colouring 3D

Blend your colours
carefully from dark

to light to show
control over your

pencil

Continue to
rub out and
redraw until
you get it

right

create from
your mind, not
from reality
or real life

evaluate
artwork to
improve your

skills

Keywords

Surreal art beyond real, bizarre, unusual, dreamlike art

Automatism creating art without thinking

Self-portrait a drawing of the artist, by the artist

Illusion image that tricks the brain

Art movement a style of art during a specific period of time

bizarre and
dreamlike art
(surreal art) -  

images look
believable but

can’t possibly be
real

would place
objects in
bizarre

situations thought-
provoker

visual diary

Overlay colours to create
your own tints and shades

of a colour

colour swatches

inspiration

ideas

notes

Make sure your
pencil is sharp at

all times

artists art styles


