
Y4 Science
Living Things and
their Habitats

Grouping
Living

Things 🌿

vertebrates
include fish,
amphibians,

reptiles, birds
and mammals 

Food
Chains 🦋

animals can be
grouped as
vertebrates

(with a
backbone) or
invertebrates
(without a
backbone)

a food chain shows
how energy passes

from one living thing
to anotherUsing

Classification
Keys 🔎

a classification key
helps us identify

living things

plants can be
grouped into

flowering and non-
flowering plants 

animals that
eat plants are
called primary
consumers

it starts
with a

producer
(usually a

plant)we follow the
questions step

by step 

keys use
yes/no

questions

keys help scientists
sort and name

organisms

Changing
Environments

🌎

environments can
change naturally
(floods, droughts,

seasons)

humans can change
environments

(building, pollution,
cutting down trees) 

changes can help
some living things

changes can
harm others

living things can
be grouped in

different ways 

animals that
eat other
animals are

called
secondary
consumers

or
predators 

animals and
plants live within

different
habitats,

depending on
what they need

to survive 

Key vocabulary
Vertebrate - an animal with a backbone. 

Invertebrate - an animal without a backbone. 
Classification - grouping things by their similarities and differences. 

Habitat - the place where a living thing lives. 
Producer - a living thing (usually a plant) that makes its own food. 

Consumer - a living thing that eats other living things. 

How can we group living things? 
What is the difference between vertebrates and invertebrates? 

How does a classification key work? 
What is a producer in a food chain?

How does energy move through food chain? 
How does human activity affect food chains and habitats?

🔑


