
Y2 Science
How Animals

Grow

Life Cycles

many animals
start life as

babies or eggs
and grow into

adults 

Care and
Survival

every animal has a life
cycle that includes birth,
growth and becoming an

adult 

animals need
food, water,
and shelter
to survive

all animals
grow bigger
and stronger
as they get

older 

animals need
food, water,

and air to grow
and stay healthy 

growth takes
time and is

different for
each kind of

animal 

Growth and
Change

as animals
grow, their
size, shape
and abilities

change 

some life
cycles have

distinct stages
(e.g. egg -
tadpole -

frog)

life cycles
repeat when
adults have
offspring of
their own 

without
these basic

needs,
animals

cannot live
or grow 

young animals often
need care and
protection from
their parents

Key vocabulary
Life cycle - the stages an animal goes through as it grows from baby to adult. 

Offspring - the babies or young of an animal (for example, a lamb is the offspring of a sheep).
Growth - the process of getting bigger and stronger. 

Survival - to stay alive by having what is needed - food, water, air and shelter. 
Adult - a full grown animal that can often have offspring of its own. 

What is a life cycle?
What are the stages in an animal’s life cycle?

How do animals grow and change as they get older?
What do animals need to grow and stay healthy?

How do parents help their young to survive?
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sheep

lamb

dog

puppy


