
Y6 Science
Evolution 

& 
Inheritance 

Inheritance

characteristics are
inherited from

parents (e.g. eye
colour, hair type,

beak shape)

Fossils and
Evidence 

fossils provide evidence for
evolution and show how species
have changed or become extinct 

living things produce
offspring of the same kind,
but they are not identical

to their parents

Adaptation

animals and plants with
helpful adaptations are

more likely to survive and
reproduce

e.g. polar bears have
thick fur to stay

warm 

fossils show what
living things looked

like millions of
years ago 

an adaptation is a
special feature that
improves the chance
of survival for an
organism within a
given environment adaptations can

be physical (e.g.
body parts) or
behavioural (e.g.

actions or
instincts) 

evolution is a
process of  
change in

living things
over millions
of years 

small differences
build up and can

lead to new
species forming 

natural selection
means that individuals
best suited to their

environment are more
likely to survive and
pass on their traits 

there is variation
between individuals
of the same species 

Evolution

Key vocabulary
Evolution - gradual change in living things over time. 

Inheritance - passing of traits from parents to offspring. 
Adaptation - a feature that helps an organism survive in its environment. 

Fossil - remains or imprint of a plant or animal preserved in rock. 
Extinct - when no members of a species are still alive. 

What features can be inherited from parents? 
How do animals and plants adapt to survive in different environments? 
How can adaptations help species survive changes in their environment?

What is evolution? 
How do fossils provide evidence for evolution? 
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Charles
Darwin, an
evolutionary

scientist
developed the

theory of
natural

selection - his
work on the
finches was
some of his

most famous 


