
Y5 Science
Plant and
Animal Life

Cycles 

Differences
in Life
Cycles 

birds: lay eggs
with hard shells;

babies grow inside
the eggs until
they hatch, e.g.
chickens, eagles 

mammals: babies grow
inside their mother’s
body and are born

alive, e.g. humans, dogs

Reproduction
in Plants 

asexual
reproduction - new

plants grow
without seeds, e.g.

from leaves,
stems, or roots 

sexual reproduction -
needs pollen from one
flower to fertilise

another to make seeds 

sexual reproduction
- needs a male and
female to produce
offspring, e.g. most
mammals, birds and

amphibians 

most animals do not
reproduce asexually;

their babies are
made from sexual

reproduction 

amphibians: lay soft
eggs in water; babies
(like tadpoles) look
very different from
adults and live in
water first, e.g.
frogs, newts

Reproduction
in Animals 

Key vocabulary
Life cycle - a series of stages a living thing goes through during its life. 

Reproduction - how living things make new living things. 
Sexual reproduction - a new living thing is made using a male and a female. 

Asexual reproduction - when a living thing makes a copy of itself without a male or female. 
Offspring - the young of a living thing. 

What is a life cycle?
How are animal life cycles different from each other?

How do animals reproduce?
What is the difference between sexual and asexual reproduction?

Why is reproduction important for living things?

🗝️

insects: go
through

metamorphosis,
changing shape
as they grow

flowers help with
reproduction by

attracting insects
for pollination 

4 stages:
foetus -
young -

adolescent
- adult 

frogs have 4
stages:

frogspawn -
tadpole - froglet
- adult frog 

4 stages: 
egg - larva -
pupa - adult

e.g.
butterflies 

5 stages: egg -
hatchling -
nestling -

fledgling - adult
bird 

pollination is when
pollen is moved

from one flower
to another to
make seeds


